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Dean, Vera Micheles. The Four Cornerstones Peace. 
Whittlesey House. Jan. 1946. xxiv, 267p. $2.50. 


Very soon the United Nations Organization will move 
its new home our country. Naturally all intelligent 
Americans will want learn more factual information 
about this new collective security institution which will 
function our midst and which embodies our finest hopes 
for world peace. anyone better qualified 
present these facts than Mrs. Vera Micheles Dean, who 
Research Director for the Foreign Policy Association. 


Historically the has developed from four confer- 
ences—Dumbarton Oaks, Yalta, Mexico City, and San 
Francisco. are The Four Cornerstones Peace, 
which Mrs. Dean considers her first four chapters. The 
Potsdam Conference, even though was not directly con- 
cerned with the U.N.O., merits special chapter due 
the political implications its decisions Germany, 
Poland and other European countries. Finally she de- 
votes several interesting and instructive pages “The 
American Voter and International Organization”. 
practical way she demonstrates what Americans can 
further world peace. Too many Americans are eager 
proclaim lofty principles but unwilling take the 
necessary steps put these into practice. heartily 
agree with Mrs. Dean that “we must constantly the 
watch for what international relations our greatest 
national weakness—our tendency think that have 
done our share just proclaim our ideals and then 
let other people the dirty work carrying them out” 


(p. 135). 


The author has not written for the political science expert 
but for the conscientious citizen who desires play his 
part establishing just and lasting peace. Hence she 
writes popular, journalistic style and deliberately 
eschews technical language and discussions. The adverse 


criticisms the U.N.O. advanced skeptical isolationists 
she endeavors answer. her opinion the Charter 
not ideal but should not therefore regarded with 
cynicism discouragement because realistic advance 
international This same realism does not 
permit her foster much hope for the type world 
government advocated Emery Reves The Anatomy 
Peace. She does not sidestep the problem Russia and 
shows clearly how Russians differ from democracy, 
public opinion, security, etc. But she thinks that 
work earnestly and honestly for our principles, can 
bring the Soviets see our viewpoint just Harry Hop- 
kins last June persuaded Stalin change his interpreta- 
tion the Yalta veto formula order break the dead- 
lock San Francisco. 

Admirably Mrs. Dean narrates the historical evolution 
the U.N.O., but she fails realize adequately the his- 
torical significance the atomic bomb. Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki were not its only targets. Inevitably will have 
its impact upon the U.N.O. Writing the atomic bomb, 
the author states that “instead jealously withholding 
scientific secret which will eventually penetrated 
other countries, the United States would well advised 
place the disposal the United Nations Organiza- 
tion, requesting, essential quid pro quo, that 
organization should granted stronger controls over its 
members than possesses under the San Francisco Char- 
ter” (p. 117). What are these stronger controls which 
she hestitates Certainly the U.N.O. needs 
stronger controls over national sovereignty and could very 
well begin eliminating the veto power the Security 
Council. Yet, her book convincinly demonstrates, 
national sovereignty still deeply imbedded the 
popular mind that neither the United States nor Russia 
willing part with the veto prerogative. Hence there 
the supremely important task before enlighten 
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public opinion all countries with the bald facts about 
the atomic bomb that our political institutions like the 
can altered conform the exigencies the 
atomic age. Americans and Russians could imagine 
what would happen them atomic war, they would 
not cling the outmoded notion veto prerogatives. 


Wisely the author has devoted more than one hundred 
pages the end this book the text the documents 
issued the conferences Dumbarton Oaks, Yalta, 
Mexico City and San Francisco well the agree- 
ments which the Soviet Union concluded with the United 
Kingdom, France and Czechoslovakia. These texts are all 
indexed and this makes the book invaluable for consulta- 
tion. The index, however, should have been more com- 
plete will evident from the fact that Spain, fre- 
quently mentioned the book, not included. 


The Four Cornerstones Peace can safely recom- 
mended the best historical explanation the origins 
and growth the United Nations Organization. 


Harry Koenig, 
Mundelein, Illinois 


* * * 


Seton, Anya. The Turquoise. Houghton, Mifflin. Feb. 
1946. 378p. $2.50. 


From the period piece last year’s Dragonwyck, Anya 
Seton turns nineteenth century New Mexico for the 
inspiration The Turquoise. The author’s note the 
novel explains that the late Mary Austin aroused her 
interest the central figure the book, Santa Cam- 
eron (or Fey), when she said, “Once there lived woman 
that slope Atalaya...” Anya Seton later remem- 
bered that provocative sentence and returned Santa 
search the story. The background for the tale she 
found the museums, historical libraries and town 
records. The story Fey she found the words 
old Spanish-American who told her, “It must be, Senora, 
that you mean ‘La Santa’.” Imagination plus legend and 
background are blended recreate the saga Fey’s un- 
usual life. 


Fey’s odd name came from conflict between Andrew 
Cameron (doctor, descendant aristocratic family 
Scotland, refugee from his stepmother’s jealousy) and 
Padre Miguel over the naming the infant daughter 
whose mother, Conchita Valdez Cameron (daughter 
wealthy Spanish family who had married Andrew 
against her father’s wishes), dying after childbirth. 
Andrew, still opposed his wife’s 
refuses have the child named after saint, but agrees 
name her Santa for the town which she was born 
1850. Padre Miguel thought, ‘The Holy 
why not?” that strange choice name the key 
the whole life this child whose father turned her 
over Mexican family when could not bear look 
her after Conchita’s death. helped 
Padre Miguel’s understanding, Andrew took Fey live 
with him, and resumed the practice medicine. 


When Fey (Andrew’s name for her) was seven, the first 
strange series events occurred. flash second- 
sight she helped her father solve the mystery 
patient’s her diagnosis proved correct, 
Andrew talked the child and warned her that her gift 
(if that was the word for it) must always used for 


Best 


good, help others, not herself. Andrew hints that his 
mother had had the same gift and that was familiar 
thing the Highlands Scotland. 


Following Andrew’s sudden death black cholera 
epidemic, Fey returns live with Romona Torres, the 
Mexican woman who had cared for her after her mother’s 
death. There Fey lived tumble-down shack with the 
four Torres children until she was seventeen. times 
she forgot that she was not Mexican, much part 
had she become the life the Torres clan. When she 
fourteen rising tide discontent drives her attempt 
escape from this dull life, and she runs away. Natany, 
shaman the finds her and takes her the 
Tesuque pueblo his people. There Fey again demon- 
strates her second sight, and Natany gives her turquoise 
pendant that she may always remember that her gift 
comes from the Great Spirit and must used for good. 
also sounds warning that one day Fey may long 
return the simple beauties her native state. But the 
girl interested only his prophecy that some day she 
will make her life what she wants to. The next day 
the shaman sends her back the Torres home. 

seventeen Fey decides that she has waited long enough 
after she has again demonstrated her gift for the benefit 
Xavier Terence Dillon who stops overnight Santa 
with his medicine show, route from San Francisco 
the East. The next morning she joins Terry and the two 
leave town, quite unaware that Ewen MacDonald, bar- 
rister from Scotland, has arrived Santa search 
the heiress the Cameron fortune. Terry soon finds 
that the only way that can make love this fiery 
beauty marry her, and the two are joined marriage 
justice the peace, after Terry has imbibed enough 
liquor persuaded take this step. crosses 
Fey’s path again just before the wedding when warns 
her that lust, not love, which driving her into 
Terry’s arms. But Fey blind everything except Terry’s 
charms, and the wedding takes place atmosphere 
frontier brawling. 

After several weeks honeymooning the trail, Fey 
finds that her gift has deserted her and that she can 
longer read minds for the benefit Terry’s audiences 
that can sell fake medicine. the time they reach 
New York they are nearly penniless, and instead 
luxurious suite hotel, they take residence 
squalid boarding house. Terry, unstable and still charm- 
ing, finds attractive blonde keep him company, and 
informs Fey that leaving her Chicago. Now 
she alone strange city, although she might have 
held Terry had she told him that she was pregnant. 
abortion, suggested the landlady, fails materialize 
when Fey stops for visit the uncompleted St. Pat- 
rick’s Cathedral. 


earn money for the birth her child, she obtains 
position cheap tavern singing Spanish barmaid. 
There she first sees Simeon Tower, mysterious and power- 
ful figure the financial world. From that moment she 
determines win his interest. When her condition be- 
comes too noticeable conceal, she goes the “New 
York Infirmary for Women and Children” (of Drs. Eliza- 
beth and Emily Blackwell fame) and through the kind- 
ness and understanding Dr. Rachel Moreton, she lives 
there and works nurse. There her child born and 
baptized Lucia Mary Dillon, although Fey always called 


Lucita for the Light. Dr. Moreton thinks that she 
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can persuade Fey become doctor, but Fey has other 
ideas, mainly establish herself beautiful, mysterious 
woman and win Simeon Tower’s interest. 


She gains Simeon’s interest such extent that for- 
gets all other women. Fey analyzes Simeon correctly; she 
realizes that strangely and inferior beneath 
his display capability and shrewd financial ability. She 
moves from the hospital over Rachel’s protests and estab- 
lishes herself apartment. Then she builds 
Simeon’s confidence letting him win her body, con- 
fident her power hold him. Simeon thinks mar- 
riage for the first time when learns about Fey’s aristo- 
cratic lineage. Through his influence political circles, 
manages easy divorce for his bride-to-be. 


This time Fey insists upon being married Catholic 
priest although Simeon (born Simon Turmstein Jewish 
parents) dislikes the prospect. Catholic ceremony 
wedding takes place. Shortly before the two ceremonies, 
Fey again misses meeting Ewen MacDonald who 
New York preparatory leaving for Scotland, his quest 
for the Cameron heiress unfulfilled. 


Launched into society, Fey enlists the aid Ward Mc- 
Allister, and with the assistance Simeon’s money and 
McAllister’s skilled direction, the Towers begin gain 
reluctant footing New York social circles. Against the 
machinations Gould, Vanderbilt, Carnegie, Morgan 
and Rockefeller, the Towers are reasonably happy. Fey 
has yielded her husband’s wishes and has given the 
practice her religion. 


Into the midst this picture Terry Dillon strides when 
crashes Valentine’s masquerade party 1877 the 
Tower residence. Fey recognizes him, despite the mask, 
and get rid him, agrees meeting Central Park 
the next day. The web begins spin earnest when 
Terry captivates Lucita and renews his spell over Fey. 
Blackmail the next step Terry’s itinerary; helped 
Noah Lemming, Tower’s crafty secretary, obtains 
large sum money from Simeon the promise leave 
New York forever. Before leaving accomplished two 
objectives: tells Lucita that her real father, and 
spends afternoon passion with Fey tawdry 
hotel. When the afternoon and the incident end, Fey 
tells Terry that she lustful he, thus acknowledging 
the truth what Natany had told her years before. 
the way home, Fey visits church for the first time since 
her marriage. 


Events move rapidly. Simeon enmeshed financial 
tangle from which hopes extricate himself, unaware 
that Lemming betraying him other interested parties. 
Three weeks after the Valentine’s party, the Towers are 
entertaining small, select dinner party when the crisis 
occurs. Terry, fortified liquor, returns, demands 
see Simeon, informs him that has obtained favors 
from Fey, and that knows Simeon’s true ancestry. 
Maddened, Simeon shoots and kills Terry. 


When Tower jailed for the crime, his financial empire 
tumbles around his bowed head. Driven nearly insane 
his wife’s deceit, refuses see her. Ewen Mac- 
Donald comes from Scotland, obtains the services 
famous criminal lawyer, and falls love with Fey. She 
thinks that now she will find happiness with Ewen, but 
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her gift returns her one day prison when she goes 
visit Simeon and she realizes that she responsible for 
everything that has happened. Shortly after her marriage 
Simeon she had discarded the turquoise favor 
more elegant jewelry, but she had not forgotten Natany’s 
words. attempt make restitution, she testifies 
Simeon’s trial and acquitted the basis “the 
unwritten law”. Then she renounces Ewen’s love and 
sends him back Scotland. Lucita she gives Dr. 
Moreton care for, realizing that the child has turned 
against her after witnessing the shooting her father. 


The circle completed when Fey returns Santa Fe, 
bringing with her the broken wreck that once was Simeon 
Tower. She lives abode hut the foot Atalaya 
Peak, dedicating herself the care her husband and 
the bodily ills the Mexicans and Indians, using the 
medical knowledge which she had obtained from Dr. 
Moreton. Then she became Santa these people. 
Years later Lucita returns for visit and tell Fey and 
Simeon that she has forgiven the events the past. After 
Simeon’s death she continued work among the poor 
people, and then Santa died, and was buried among 
the people she had once rejected. Around her neck there 
hung once again the turquoise pendenat. 


For plotting, authentic background New Mexico and 
New York, for symbolism, and for genuinely gripping in- 
terest this book welcome addition the list the 
few best sellers worth reading. time there im- 
plied expressed any commendation for the lustful rela- 
tionship which exists between Fey and Terry, but because 
the content some these incidents the book rec- 
ommended above the high school level. The symbolism 
the turquoise the light that comes from God, and 
when Fey sins against the light she pavs the price 
expiation. way comment should noted that 
the Father Martinez referred page having 
fomented “revolts against the Americans”, and having 
“kept shameless harem concubines” depicted 
Willa Cather Death Comes for the Archbishop. 
the record would appear that Martinez was the excep- 
tion, not the rule New Mexico 1853, and this might 
have been made trifle clearer. Aside from that one 
comment (and the author does not labor the point), the 


book rests its merits. 
Gertrude Horgan, 


Incarnate Word College, 
San Antonio, Texas 


Weiskopf, Twilight the Danube. Translated 
from the German Olga Marx. Knopf. Jan. 17, 1946. 
433p. $3.00. 


Twilight the Danube another those unimportant, 
lengthy novels which was born apparently with one eye 
focused future screen career Hollywood. Among 
those cherishing nostalgia for the glitter and gaudy gold 
the old Austro-Hungarian Empire might awaken 
some vague sentimentality. For part the story 
the dying days that empire and the passing old 
order with all its attendant elements dissolution. 
this developing background political intrigue and na- 
tional disunity the author gives animation through Alex- 
ander Reither, liberal Prague publisher, and his un- 
pleasant family unfortunate miscreants. 
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Since his student days Alexander had prided himself 
his love country and had fought desperately stave 
off the political and economic changes which threatened 
her. With his loves more tangible nature, however, 
was less reluctant change. Indeed, 56, widower 
and the grandfather three, was extremely pleased 
regard himself not wholly unattractive the op- 
posite sex. 


the story opens meet Alexander New Year’s 
Eve 1913 bidding tearful farewell Minnow, 
one his many mistresses. very short time his 
search for love more enduring rewarded when 
meets Irene, the sad and unhappy wife worthless 
army officer. Their glorious idyll, and not glorious 
story, ends some eighteen months later Irene shifts her 
affection American foreign correspondent who will 
probably more surprised than the reader his sudden 
new Alexander clutches his loved one’s farewell 
note his hands the ominous sounds the impending 
war ring his ears. Word received the assassina- 
tion the Austrian Archduke Sarajevo. 


round out his tenuous plot, one may presume that 
there plot all, the author has studded his pages 
with score characters. For the seeker after the sensa- 
tional there Wally whose erotic and sexual escapades 
win the understanding approval her lecherous grand- 
father. Less spectacular her search for emancipation 
Adrienne whose association with Socialist youth move- 
ment leads her jail during strike that affected her 
grandfather’s publishing house. Other women enter the 
scene; Helene, the daughter, whose hours are devoted 
lazy day-dreaming; Caroline, sister, who presides over 
Alexander’s household until replaced the more charm- 
ing Irene; Dodo, actress and ex-mistress, whose interests 
are now Among the male members the traits 
are even less admirable. Max Egon the useless figure- 
head his father’s business; Rankl, son-in-law, spends 
his leisure the secret diversion pornography while 
his own son, lad fourteen, acquires spending money 
stealing books from his father’s library and selling them 
second-hand dealer. endless stream other men 
and women cross the stage. times nigh im- 
possible determine the necessity their presence except 
representative cross section the various groups that 
comprised the decaying empire. But all these people 
who revolve around the central character the story 
there none with whom care spend more than 
few pages. They are proud, dishonest, sensual and un- 
scrupulous dealing with their fellow men. They live 
only for the moment hand and typify that modern 
paganism which many novelists love glorify. 


Although Twilight the Danube would probably prove 
harmless the mature adult readers this reviewer finds 
justification recommend anyone. Time more 
precious for worthwhile reading than waste 
author who spends 433 pages which say nothing. 


* * * 


Yerby, Frank. The Foxes Harrow. Dial. Feb. 13, 
1946. 534p. $3.00. 


somewhat paler replica Margaret Mitchell’s longer 
and lustier novel this tale Stephen Fox, his planta- 
tion, Harrow, and his career among 
sugar planters Louisiana from 1825 until the end 


the Civil War. Stephen Fox came New Orleans 
penniless young river gambler whose chief assets were 
comely and charming Irish face, way with both men 
and women and intense, purposive, 
driving persistence. After raising capital plying his 
trade gentlemanly way bought land and acquired 
more, together with slaves, involving duel which 
killed German planter, with which establish his 
plantation, Harrow. From the first had fixed the 
imperious Odalie Arceneaux for his wife and, after 
had built magnificent mansion Harrow, proceeded 
win her. Ultimately won important position the 
region and was liked, trusted and respected most 
the important people. 


Odalie proved frigid wife and, after his son, Etienne, 
was born, Stephen sought consolation keeping quad- 
roon mistress, the lusciously beautiful and artfully trained 
Desiree d’Hippolyte. the tutelage Caleen, 
voodoo mamaloi who plotting indirectly for the eventual 
revolt the blacks, Odalie learns overcome her frigidity 
and recaptures Stephen from Desiree. then devotes 
himself his son and plantation affairs and finds 
sort contentment save for his anxiety over the streak 
cruelty whose development notes Etienne. Then 
Desiree thrusts herself upon him attempted suicide 
and again alienated when Stephen brings her 
Harrow recover from her injuries. Odalie died 
shortly after and deathbed reconciliation was effected 
after which Stephen separated permanently from Desiree. 


After Odalie’s death Stephen married her sister, Aurore, 
who had loved him secretly for years, and finally found 
peace and happiness married love. Etienne grows 
older his life becomes repetition his father’s. 
loves Ceclie, daughter neighboring planter, but forces 
his father’s ex-mistress into affair. Finally marries 
Ceclie and attempts start plantation the troubled 
border country Missouri where abolitionists 
slavers were indulging the violence which preceded the 
Civil War. During the years Stephen had been observing, 
with growing uneasiness, the increasing friction between 
North and South over the slavery question. himself 
wished for peaceful manumission and the preservation 
the Union, which saw the last hope free men 
the world, but also recognized that the issue would 
settled eventually force and that the South had 
hope winning. After trying unsuccessfully block the 
secession Louisiana joined the Confederate Army 
only captured the Battle New Orleans and 
spend the remainder the war harsh prison camp. 
Ceclie has returned Harrow and, when Etienne re- 
ported killed battle, gives her body Union medical 
officers exchange for drugs which she smuggles the 
Confederates Texas. But Etienne returns, Stephen 
released and, under the patronage Inch, former slave 
who wishes demonstrate his equality with the whites, 
both are permitted return ravaged Harrow start 
life anew. 


The story Stephen Fox never realizes its full potentiali- 
ties—there conflict and passion but they always remain 
pallid despite the author’s obvious attempts intensify 
them. Good and evil war within Stephen’s soul but 
makes little the battle, succeeding only attaining 
rather unstable compromise his older years. The novel 
does its best deserving the term lusty but achieves 
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this only from the standpoint quantity sexual inci- 
dents. Several these, especially those connected with 
Mike Ferrel, are offensively presented. There de- 
liberately chosen duel and several minor objectionable 
features. The insistence sex the main objectionable 
feature and there seems good reason recommend the 
book any class reader. 


* 


Adams, Donald, ed. The Treasure Chest. 
Jan. 1946. xxvii, 402p. $2.50. 


those who not read the second page the New 
York Times Book Review, The Treasure Chest will serve 
introduction Donald Adams; and now Mr. 
Adams introduces new series uniformly designed 
volumes called The Dutton Companions. The series 
itself will under the general editorship Mr. Adams, 
who contributes this first volume anthology con- 
templative prose. 


The book takes its title from the title his weekly 
column, and any one familiar with the column will need 
selections, chosen because their independence from the 
context out which they have been abstracted. Each 
presents thought, complete itself, reflected upon 
and relished. The very brevity the selections induces 
reflective mood, since one not tempted hurry 
see what the next page. You know that will 
completely different than the present page. Mr. Adams 
heartily congratulated one very thoughtful 
quality the arrangement material; has not used 
abused his position editor place the excerpts 
logical the reader who tends 
scrupulous about that sort thing does not feel any 
interior compulsion read the book from the beginning 
end that order. However quite likely that most 
will eventually read the book from beginning end 
some order. 


The Treasure Chest departure from the usual run 
anthologies two points: first, selection prose 
excerpts each which, mentioned, stands alone; 
secondly, the selections are not chosen with view 
illustrating theme, but simply for their reflective char- 
acter and readability. The departure success both 
points. will recommend itself thoughtful readers. 


Charles Denecke, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Johnson, Josephine Harper. 
1946. 162p. $2.00. 


Ten years ago Josephine Johnson gave novel which 
received the Pulitzer November. With 
this first publication Miss Johnson established herself 
writer note, interested people and the human 
sufferings people. 


Wildwood the author has again written human suf- 
fering. however, will more than probably 
grave disappointment readers who anticipate novel 
comparable Now November. 


Edith Pierre, adopted daughter Matthew and Valerie 
Pierre, came the peculiar couple 1912. cold, 


Jan. 30, 
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bald manner they endeavored impress Edith with the 
fact that “you will our own child”. The foster 
parents expected frail, pretty little child. When she 
emerged from the train, Matthew was disappointed 
find Edith awkward half-grown girl. Even the first 
contacts show her abnormally burdened with inhibitions, 
fears, amounting almost constant 
When the story began Edith was potential ninth grade 
student though she spoke and acted like person much 
older. From the first mention the girl until the last 
paragraph the work, Edith never had one happy, 
normal, pleasurable moment. She went school, came 
home Wildwood, the estate Matthew and Valerie, 
walked the garden, took her meals with her foster 
parents, and went bed but often not sleep. Not one 
natural, youthful, joyful emotion was experienced. 
her sixteenth birthday Matthew and Valerie gave her 
party—her first and last. Lawrence Cawdry, pleasant 
youth, endeavored give her his attention, but only 
terrorized her still more. His further advances after the 
party were treated coldly and suspiciously the foster 
parents. Lawrence passed out her life rather abruptly. 
Michael Young, young and sympathetic doctor appeared 
the scene after Valerie fell and injured herself rather 
severely. The ever-vigilant Matthew finally grew suspicious 
the young doctor Valerie died Matthew died 
Michael divorced his unhappy young wife and walked 
out Edith’s life. 


The story—if can called story—is cold, forced, 
morbid succession lonelinesses. Edith never appears 
normal happy. One constantly expecting her 
lose her mental balance entirely. She misty, morose 
background character, rather than the main character 
the story. 


The biblical references are forced, meaningless, and often 
questionably used. One would get the impression that 
the author’s whole concept religion, and her own spir- 
itual life, was confused and unsound. 


The last two paragraphs the book leave one with 
stiff, morbid, fearful sensation. 


“And the earth was without form and void, and dark- 
ness was upon the face the deep. Great hands 
seemed move over her face and eyes. 
mocking and mechanical, final and unanswerable: and 
the Lord said, Let there light. 


“The cold spring night moved down like wings- The 
cold mournful robins cried out the ending 
song. Night was all over the garden now.” 


Wildwood not worth recommendation any class 
reader although mature persons may perceive some value 


it. 
Mary Bourke, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Inner Sanctum February Selection 


Martin, Death the Limelight. Simon and 
Schuster. Feb. 1946. 284p. $2.00. 


The Australian novelist who drew his own carnival 
experiences for the material his previous The Outsiders 
has used his experience with vaudeville people his third 
detective storv. alien and supercilious visitor 
bill playing Sidney comes the American ham, Egan 
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Crane. Born Tobias Bunce, finds his 


Harry stage manager and long-lost sister the chari- 
table owner home open indigent stage people. The 
sister lives with the ghost her husband, minor 
Shakespearean actor, and fails make will until the 
last moment. Many are after her money: fake hypnotist, 
caretaker, some previous recipients her generosity, 
both Bunces, and Harry’s bitter wife, Backstage, 
glimpses are caught the lives Alvinado, Mexican 
knife-thrower, and his mistress, Rosa, rakish orchestra 
leader, theatre manager, sleepy doorman, and two 
pleasant youngsters who hope promised billing will allow 
them marry. The latter pair and astute detective, 
Gormley, solve the mystery. 


The story told the rambling English manner, with 
irritatingly slow pace, interruptions the action, 
lengthy attempts full characterization, extraneous inci- 
dents, and pauses explain theatrical life. Halfway 
through, the pace quickens; the solution given 
crowded and breathless finale. Both motive and denoue- 
ment are bit far-fetched; novelty displaces competence 
the telling; the attempts American speech mix 
dialects from too many parts this country. Neither very 
good nor very bad, the story may appeal those who 
not object dawdling. 


Crime Club---February Selection 


Wickware, Francis Sill. Dangerous Ground. Doubleday. 
Feb. 1946. 220p. 


This triple-plated mystery story. The first layer con- 
sists the mystery surrounding the poison death 
choleric, jealous, unstable Charles Wilson, the village’s 
richest man and most open-handed philanthropist. This 
layer pretty thin, however, for the opening page shows 
the state’s attorney asking the death penalty for his pretty 
wife, former nurse fashionable sanitorium where 
she had met and married Charles the hope hastening 
his return health. Rapid flash-backs show how unjust 
the murder indictment is, since her husband had planned 
his death throw suspicion her and her young 
doctor acquaintance who was newly come the village. 


Knowing this, the reader picks the second layer: how 
can the young medic, deeply enamored the unhappy 
young wife, succeed freeing her before the jury brings 
its verdict? The answer this one given early—on 
page 64. 

Which leaves the third and last layer (and the reader 
who can see under, around through this one good). 
How can 36-year old, experienced psychiatrist, fore- 
warned about man’s irrational condition, and the lat- 
ter’s intelligent, poised wife permit themselves, however 
innocent, caught husband and neighbors 
many awkward and unconventional situations when both 
are cognizant the dangers such scenes? The answer, 
found, would also cover the puzzle the doctor’s un- 


Best SELLERS 


ethical procedure the hospital room the dead man’s 
hateful sister, when the m.d. piercing layer two. 


Put all three layers back together again and slice the 
product any way and you still have Smith’s favorite 


comestible. 
Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


* 


Beck, Fred. Second Carrot from the End. Morrow. Feb. 
13, 1946. 160p. $2.00. 


its press agent only natural that eventually Fred 
Beck would string together series anecdotes about the 
Farmer’s Market Hollywood and call the result 
Although essence only market where farmers 
and caterers all sorts food display their wares 
separate stalls yet being Hollywood product one would 
expect tinged with the usual eccentric idiosyn- 
crasies that California Bedlam and one not disap- 
pointed. was opened 1934 and under the supervision 
one Roger Dahlhielm managed its tenth year gross 
six million dollars. The result may have been due its 
products and its service but Fred Beck would the last 
have you think that proper publicitv and the judicious 
use movie stars played minor role. The anecdotes 
and the style which they are written typically Holly- 
woodian, the sort thing that one would expect from 
either Smith (H. Allen) Wilson whose stock trade 
the screwball, the crackpot, the lunatic fringe society. 
However the book not nearly offensive the works 
the other two authors and general fairly unobjec- 
tionable save for one instance profanity, bare men- 
tion sex and one offensive story about the habits 
monkeys which suggestive mostly implication. Al- 
though there value the book would not seem 
harmful for adults. 


Armstrong, Charlotte. The Unsuspected; novel. Cow- 


ard-McCann. Jan. 21, 1946. 217p. $2.50. 


Luther Grandison’s life was arranged dramatic pro- 
duction which was producer and leading actor. His 
influence was tremendous; therefore when his secretary 
seemingly hung herself his study everyone accepted 
unquestioningly the verdict suicide, that is, everyone 
except Jane Moynihan who convinced her cousin Francis 
that Luther probably had murdered her. Jane and Francis 
arrange trap Luther; course they are almost mur- 
dered themselves before the villain reaches his doom. 
Atmosphere and plot are carefully dovetailed; only occa- 
sionally improbabilities appear such the reader. 
This type suspense novel reverses the usual mystery 
order giving you the murderer almost the beginning 
and then leaving you wonder what his next strike will 
Superior light entertainment for those adults who 
ike it. 
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